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Activity
Find information on computer history and make a report as a group

(- activity.
‘g

Summary

Images, words, numbers or symbols which do not convey a meaning when
standing alone are called data.

Information is obtained by processing data. Information is used to make
decisions.

Computer is a system.
Computers and computer based systems are used to process data.
Providing data is called ‘input’ while extracting information is called ‘output’

Quality of information is important, (relevancy, completeness, accuracy,
timeliness, low cost)

Data input, processing and data output are components of a system.
Technology is used to exchange the processed data. This is called ICT.

Applications of ICT have made man's life easy. There are many applications
such as e-Government, education, health, agriculture, business,transport,
entertainment etc.

The advent of computing dates back to 5000 years. Computing is categorized
into many generations from the period of automation.
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Fundamentals of a computer
system

After studying this chapter you will be able to understand;

features of a computer,

classification of computers,

functions and devices of a computer system,
basic components of a computer,

computer ports and,

computer network.

(2.1 what is a computer? )

First chapter described how computer systems can make day-to-day work

efficient.

A computer can be described as an electronic device, which accepts or
collects data, processes them according to the given instructions and produces the

desired output.

Computer has become an essential device in our lives. Some of these
features of a computer can be described as follows;

Speed A computer takes only a few seconds to perform calculations.
It executes more than one million instructions per second.

Accuracy A computer provides correct output when correct instructions
and data are given.

Efficiency A computer never gets tired. It can work round the clock with
the same level of accuracy.

Versatility A computer can be used to perform many tasks simultaneously.
This is one of the special features of a computer.

Storing and Acomputer is used to store large number of data and information

Retrieving in a relatively small unit and we can retrieve them easily and
quickly when needed.
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